Response to questions from the Blackheath Village Residents’ Group

Pete Pattisson, Prospective Liberal Democrat MP for Lewisham East

Trains:
Southeastern has severely reduced the peak-time train service from Blackheath. What steps would you take to get the services re-instated, and the off-peak timetable moved to the long-promised “clock-face”, i.e. evenly spaced, service?
I'm very much aware of problems the reduced peak-time train service has caused Blackheath residents. We have already raised this with Mike Gibson of Southeastern, and his response was that, "due to the contractual constraints of our having to meet the DfT service specification we cannot significantly amend the timetable in the interests of one group of passengers from one station.  However... we are carefully monitoring passenger numbers and if warranted, additional units can be added to trains to ease crowding."
Liberal Democrat Assembly Member Caroline Pidgeon also met with the Southeastern Trains Managing Director Charles Horton and other senior staff last week, where she raised this issue. Southeastern sympathised with passengers who do not like the new timetable, however, they claimed that on the whole most passengers have benefited.  Caroline Pidgeon stressed the concerns of residents in Blackheath and the need for a review of the service as soon as possible.  Southeastern confirmed that they are looking at where they need to alter carriages etc to deal with overcrowding.  However they did state that there can be no change to the core timetable until December this year.  
I think there are two steps that Southeastern should be taking. The first is to schedule a more balanced service - having trains at 0826, 0831, and then not another till 0848, just doesn't make sense. The other issue is the length of the trains. I understand some services are only 4 carriages long, which clearly compounds the problem.
As you can see, the Liberal Democrats are already exerting pressure on Southeastern to resolve this. However, we firmly believe that the most effective route for change is public pressure, and should no progress be made we will start a public campaign on the issue. We will continue to update residents on progress through email alerts and our FOCUS newsletter.
Cumulative Impact Zone:
The CIZ has been in operation since November, 2007. There will be a review in 2010 as to whether it should remain in force. What is your policy on this?
The Liberal Democrats worked hard to get the CIZ introduced, and I fully support it. We were disappointed that the Mayor took so long to implement it. There's little doubt the Zone has made for a more pleasant and peaceful Village. As your MP, I would work to ensure the Council recognises the positive impact of the Zone - and doesn't try to use its success as a reason for not renewing it!
I believe the role of an MP is to listen to local people's views and work with them to ensure they are heard and respected. I think licensing decisions are currently weighted in favour of applicants, and as your MP I would campaign in Parliament to increase the scope for residents influence decisions that affect their community, and work to ensure that local licensing committees have genuine power to reject applications that are not appropriate.

Parking
The BHA zone is very large, and many Village-centre residents find it difficult to park their cars near their homes. What is your policy on this?
CPZs across Lewisham have proved very popular with some residents, and very unpopular with others. The Lib Dem manifesto for Lewisham calls for a total review of parking policies. We want to ensure the schemes are flexible, do not strangle small shopping areas and not exploited by the Council as a revenue raiser. This may lead to smaller zones but would reflect the different needs in different locations. A Lib Dem review will be led by local residents and the outcome reflect their wishes. As your MP I would support this review and work with the Council and residents to ensure a positive outcome for the area.
Library

 Many residents remember 1999, when the council attempted to close the Village library. Can you assure us that the Village library will remain open, and be adequately funded? 
As with many decisions in Lewisham, the future of the Library lies with the Mayor. We have no plans to close any library, but should the library come under threat from another party, I would certainly fight to keep it open - I think community venues like libraries play a really important role in keeping communities connected. I've certainly enjoyed the art exhibitions at the library. 

Furthermore, as a former Lewisham teacher, libraries can be a very helpful resource, and a rare quiet space, for students to learn. 

We also want to see the library network developed to meet modern demands. This would include improved ICT provision, better networks between libraries, and ensuring the book stock reflects local demand. 
