Southeastern has severely reduced the peak-time train service from Blackheath. What steps would you take to get the services re-instated, and the off-peak timetable moved to the long-promised “clock-face”, i.e. evenly spaced, service?
Our Parliamentary candidate, Jonathan Clamp, has responded to this question as this is a matter for national government but we endorse what he says.

Cumulative Impact Zone:  The CIZ has been in operation since November 2007. There will be a review in 2010 as to whether it should remain in force. What is your policy on this? 
Blackheath Conservatives campaigned for the Cumulative Impact Zone and so naturally welcomed its introduction. Whilst there are still problems in Blackheath Village with late night anti-social behaviour, all Conservative Candidates are of the view that the CIZ has been helpful and should remain in place.  The greater emphasis the Conservative Party places on community policing means that a Conservative government would be working with the police to create a more effective deterrent presence in areas with particular difficulties.  The Conservative candidate for Lewisham Mayor has said that if elected that he will create a police liaison office within the Council to create a more holistic approach to tackling crime and security issues within the borough – this too, could help to improve the situation.  

Parking : The BHA zone is very large, and many Village-centre residents find it difficult to park their cars near their homes. What is your policy on this? 
In Lewisham there appears to be an undue emphasis on revenue raising rather than traffic management which has led to a doubling of permit fees and a tendency to introduce business parking bays and pay and display bays at the expense of local residents. Anyone that parks regularly in Blackheath Village will have noticed that there are always business spaces available, often in clearly residential areas, and that many empty pay and display bays do not permit BHA permit holders.

Whilst the reduction of Zone BHA may eventually be necessary we recommend that a fairer course of action would be an immediate review of existing bays based on local requirements and not on maximizing revenue.

Library:  Many residents remember 1999, when the council attempted to close the Village library. Can you assure us that the Village library will remain open, and be adequately funded?

We view the library as an essential and much loved local service and would not countenance a reduction in funding let alone any proposals for closure.
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